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EDITORIAL 
Lesson of the Month 
J. H. N. Wolfe 
Regional Vascular Unit, St. Mary's Hospital, London W2 1NY, U.K. 
The European Journal of Vascular and Endovascular Sur- 
gery is in a healthy position. With an increasing number 
of manuscripts being submitted and a rejection rate 
of 50%, page space is at a premium. With the in- 
troduction of the concept of evidence-based medicine 
the need for high quality randomised trials is in- 
creasing, and vascular surgeons can be proud to have 
made some important contributions. All this suggests 
that there is little or no place for the anecdotal report, 
and readers will have noticed that the delay in pub- 
lication of case reports is considerable. This is because, 
in the view of the Editor and Editorial Board, these 
have less educational value than full papers. 
There may, nevertheless, be a place for reports of 
clinical problems which highlight an important lesson 
that has wide applications in our practice. 
Most of us remember lessons we learned from an- 
ecdotes dropped into the conversation during ward 
rounds or over coffee. The anecdote is memorable 
because the story is direct and relates to immediate 
colleagues. There is also added poignancy when a 
minor error leads to an escalation of problems. These 
stories are a fruitful source of knowledge in our day- 
to-day lives and we are introducing them as an ex- 
periment o the Journal. 
The Lesson of the Month is therefore an innovation 
that will hopefully fulfil this need. There is little or no 
place for isolated, extremely unusual case reports in 
this column, but a patient, or a small series of patients, 
from whom an important lesson can be learned - 
either complications, a new intervention or an insight 
into the mechanism of a disease - would be favoured 
by the Editor. 
Submissions hould therefore be written in a style 
that highlights the useful lesson that can be learned 
and should be no more than 800 words with two tables 
or photographs in order to fill a single page of the 
Journal, and references hould be limited to five. 
Authorship should be limited to four, one of whom 
was in clinical charge when the events took place. The 
first of these articles is published on p. 78 and we look 
forward to your views and submissions. 
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